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PHILADEPHIA POLICE OFFICERS TEAM WITH VAIRD FOUNDATION TO
RUN IN MEMORY OF OFFICER LAURETHA VAIRD #5897
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Philadelphia, PA – On Sunday, May 2, 2010, The Vaird Foundation, Guardian Civic League and active sworn Philadelphia Police Officers participated in the 31st Blue Cross Broad Street Run in memory of fallen Police Officer Lauretha Vaird #5897.  

Ms. Kimberly Byrd, Co-Founder, an active sworn officer of The Vaird Foundation made sure the ten miles counted for more than just distance, but instead in memory of Officer Vaird #5897.  "The ten mile run allowed us to keep Police Officer Lauretha Vaird's legacy alive in the hearts and minds of the citizens of this great City as we continue our efforts to help prevent at risk behavior in youth."  The Blue Cross Broad Street Run brought people together from all walks of life in a unified effort with one common goal to finish the race.  The memory of Officer Vaird #5897 was with us every step of the way and she will never be forgotten.   

The Vaird Foundation is holding its First Annual Fundraising Golf Outing on August 2, 2010.  To learn more about attending or sponsoring this event, contact Dana Brady at 267-757-0726 or download a brochure at http://www.vairdfoundation.org.
 
About The Vaird Foundation

The Vaird Foundation, a 501(c)3 non profit organization and law enforcement initiative created under the outstanding leadership of former Police Commissioner Sylvester M. Johnson.  The Vaird Foundation was created in memory of the City of Philadelphia Police Department's only female fallen hero killed in actual combat in the line of duty, 
Police Officer Lauretha Vaird #5897.   On Tuesday, January 2, 1996, the City of Philadelphia Police Department lost a true heroine.  Police Officer Vaird was slain while responding to a bank robbery at the PNC Bank located at 4710 Rising Sun Avenue. The City of Philadelphia Police department remembers Officer Vaird #5897 as a great role model as well as her strong commitment to fellow officers, young people and the citizens of Philadelphia.  The mission of the Vaird Foundation is to ensure that Police Officer's Lauretha Vaird's memory is kept alive and well in the hearts and minds of young men and women by ensuring that an investment is made in students through mentoring, college assistance awards and other youth programming focusing on empowering young adults, building character, self respect, self esteem, self dignity, unity and partnerships.  Programs include: College Assistance Award, "Adopt a School", Homework Help, Mentoring, and Youth Roundtables.  Our law enforcement partners include the DEA, FBI, Secret Service and many more.    
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