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THE VAIRD FOUNDATION
A Philadelphia Police Department Initiative
“We make a living by what we get.  We make a life by what we give.”   -Winston Churchill
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Contact:
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Blackman Brady Communications
506 Corporate Drive West
Langhorne, PA 19047
267-757-0726
DanaBradyPR@aol.com

VAIRD FOUNDATION AND GUARDIAN CIVIC LEAGUE TO HOLD 
FIRST ANNUAL CELEBRATION OF LIFE - JANUARY 2 & 3

Philadelphia, PA – On Saturday, January 2, 2010 at 12:00 p.m., the Vaird Foundation [A Philadelphia Police Department Initiative] and the Guardian Civic League will hold the First Annual Celebration of Life Event in honor of Police Officer Lauretha Vaird #5897, on the fourteenth anniversary of her death.  The event, themed "Read and Lead" will be held at the Police Officer Lauretha Vaird #5897 Boys and Girls Club of America located at 4800 Whitaker Avenue, Philadelphia, PA 19124.

On May 9, 2007, the Boys & Girls Clubs of Philadelphia, in partnership with the Philadelphia Police Department and the city's Department of Parks and Recreation, renamed the Feltonville Boys and Girls Club, located at 4800 Whitaker Avenue, Philadelphia, PA, 19124 in honor of Police Officer Lauretha Vaird #5897, who lost her life in the line of duty.

Police Officer Vaird's family and friends will be joined by 50-75 youths for a special service in her honor.  Police Officer Vaird loved youth, and in her honor, this event will focus on the importance of youth reading.  Books sponsored by Royal Pacific will be given to every youth in attendance.  Refreshments for the children will also be served.

The Philadelphia 76ers will send a star player to join the Roman Catholic Basketball Team in a scrimmage game with the youth.  Special guests and speakers include: District Attorney-Elect Seth Williams, Former Police Commissioner Sylvester M. Johnson, Mr. Jeff Waldrom, CEO- B&G of America, Mr. John Gonzales – Vaird #5897 B&G, Fraternal Order of Police, Chief Inspector Joseph Sullivan – Homeland Security and 25th District Police

On Sunday, January 3, 2010, The Vaird Foundation and the Guardian Civic League will hold a Police Officer Day of Service, a celebration of life and prayer for peace for the families of fallen officers at Mount Airy Church of God In Christ, 6401 Ogontz Avenue, Philadelphia, PA  19128 on Sunday, January 3, 2010 at 11:00 a.m.  

-more-





The Vaird family has been longstanding members of this church.  A plaque and bench will be dedicated in her memory to the church on behalf of The Vaird Foundation and The Guardian Civic League.  

A keynote speech will be given by Senator Leanna M. Washington.  A special musical tribute will be made by Police Officer Nate Fulton.  Other special guests and speakers include: First Lady Winifred Morris, Mr. Kenny Green, [President of the Philadelphia Fire Department – Valiants, Inc.], Detective Crystall Williams [Co-worker and friend of P/O Vaird #5897], Ms. Kimberly Byrd [Co-Founder- Vaird Foundation] and Ms. Rochelle Bilal [Guardian Civic League President] and Former Police Commissioner Sylvester M. Johnson and Mr. Donald P. Wilson [Grand Exalted Ruler of the Improved Benevolent Protective Order of the Elks of the World.]  Police Officer Markita Joel will serve as mistress of ceremony. 

The Vaird Foundation will also be announcing their First Annual Fundraising Golf Outing and Banquet being held on Monday, August 2, 2010.  To learn more about attending or sponsoring this event, contact Dana Brady at 267-757-0726.  

About The Vaird Foundation

The Vaird Foundation, a 501(c)3 non profit organization and law enforcement initiative created under the outstanding leadership of former Police Commissioner Sylvester M. Johnson.  The Vaird Foundation was created in memory of the City of Philadelphia Police Department's only female fallen hero killed in actual combat in the line of duty, 
Police Officer Lauretha Vaird #5897.   On Tuesday, January 2, 1996, the City of Philadelphia Police Department lost a true heroine.  Police Officer Vaird was slain while responding to a bank robbery at the PNC Bank located at 4710 Rising Sun Avenue. The City of Philadelphia Police department remembers Officer Vaird #5897 as a great role model as well as her strong commitment to fellow officers, young people and the citizens of Philadelphia.  The mission of the Vaird Foundation is to ensure that Police Officer's Lauretha Vaird's memory is kept alive and well in the hearts and minds of young men and women by ensuring that an investment is made in students through mentoring, college assistance awards and other youth programming focusing on empowering young adults, building character, self respect, self esteem, self dignity, unity and partnerships.  Programs include: College Assistance Award, "Adopt a School", Homework Help, Mentoring, and Youth Roundtables.  Our law enforcement partners include the DEA, FBI, Secret Service and many more.    
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