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VAIRD FOUNDATION, GUARDIAN CIVIC LEAGUE AND AREA DIGNITARIES HONOR FALLEN OFFICER LAURETHA VAIRD 

SENATOR LEANNA WASHINGTON PLEDGES $5,000 TO VAIRD FOUNDATION YOUTH PROGRAMING
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Philadelphia, PA - The Vaird Foundation [A Philadelphia Police Department Initiative] and the Guardian Civic League held a Police Officer Day of Service, a celebration of life and prayer for peace for the families of fallen officers at Mount Airy Church of God In Christ, 6401 Ogontz Avenue, Philadelphia, PA  19128 was held on Sunday.   Police Officer Lauretha Vaird was a longstanding member of the Mount Airy Church of God In Christ.  Ms. Kimberly Byrd [Co-Founder ] was joined on the alter by former Police Commissioner Sylvester M. Johnson [Founder] and Ms. Rochelle Bilal [President, Guardian Civic League] for the memorial as well as to make a presentation on behalf of The Vaird Foundation and The Guardian Civic League.
"Officer Vaird was a part of the long blue line that stands between us and danger.  But she was more than that to her church family," explained Lady Winifred Morris, Mount Airy Church of God in Christ.  "I had the pleasure of watching Lauretha grow up from a child into a wonderful adult.  I have an indelible memory of the day when this quiet, unassuming police officer lost her life, a tragic event in our church family."   

"Despite there being very little funds in Harrisburg, I believe it is important that we don't let programs that benefit our children go away. This is why I am committing $5,000 to the Vaird Foundation." said Keynote speaker, State Senator Leanna Washington as she presented Officer Vaird's sons and grandchildren with a Senatorial Citation.  

Officer Vaird was described as a servant, hero woman, Christian, mother, friend, neighbor, sister, protector and role model during the touching tribute.  At the conclusion of the emotional service, Ms. Armony Colon-Wertz and Ms. Jordan Smith, who are straight “A” students and members of the Police Officer Lauretha Vaird #5897 Boys and Girls Club presented Lady Morris and Senator Washington with a pair of “Vaird Hero Earrings” with engraved badge number and designed by  E & H Jewelry.   A musical tribute to fallen Police Officer Vaird #5897 was sung by Police Officer Nate Fulton.    
Commissioner Charles Ramsey thanked the founders of the Vaird Foundation and the Guardian Civic League for "never forgetting and keeping Officer Vaird's Legacy alive through great events with youth, like yesterday’s book giveaway and scrimmage game between Roman Catholic High School Basketball Team, The John Rankin Memorial Police Basketball Team and the Police Officer Vaird #5897 Boys Basketball Team.  It should be duly noted that the John Rankin Memorial Police Basketball Team won against Roman Catholic Basketball Team 57 – 47; The John Ranking Memorial Police Basketball Team vs Vaird Youth Basketball Team 45 - 37 .

The First Annual Celebration of Life Event in honor of Police Officer Lauretha Vaird #5897, on the fourteenth anniversary of her death this past Saturday.  The event, themed "Read and Lead", was held at the Police Officer Lauretha Vaird #5897 Boys and Girls Club of America in Feltonville.

Twenty-five members of Police Officer Vaird's 25th District stood at attention as various dignitaries recognized her and the impact the Vaird Foundation, her legacy, has had on the area youth.  Police Officer Vaird loved youth, and in her honor, this event focused on the importance of youth reading.  Books were sponsored by Royal Pacific and Cradles to Crayons were given to every youth in attendance.
"The number one crime prevention tool is a high school diploma," said Philadelphia District Attorney Seth Williams. "The majority of people who get arrested in Philadelphia have one thing in common...they didn't finish high school.  So, whatever we can do to keep kids in school, to keep them safe with after school programs, we have to do.  This is what the Vaird Foundation is working to do."    

Police Officer Vaird's family, including her son Michael Caesar and his two daughters, and friends were joined by over 75 youths for a special service and scrimmage, between the Boys and Girls Club Team and the Police Officers in her honor.

"No matter when it happened, no matter where it happened, no officer should ever be forgotten," said former Philadelphia Police Commissioner Sylvester Johnson. "We must remember the sacrifice they have made."   It is obvious by the actions of Police Officer Lauretha Vaird #5897 on January 2, 1996 that she was not afraid of lions, tigers or bears.  You have served with honor.   [Ms. Kimberly Byrd – Co-Founder]   Police Officer Lauretha Vaird #5897 lived a life helping others.  This was evident by the many officers, youth, friends and family who were blessed to know her.  Officer Vaird #5897 will never be forgotten!  [Ms. Rochelle Bilal – President, Guardian Civic League]
To learn how to donate to the Vaird Foundation contact Dana Brady at 267-757-0726 or DanaBradyPR@aol.com.  The Vaird Foundation will hold its First Annual Fundraising Golf Outing and Banquet being held on Monday, August 2, 2010.  To learn more about attending or sponsoring this event, contact Dana Brady at 267-757-0726.  

About The Vaird Foundation

The Vaird Foundation, a 501(c) 3 non profit organization and law enforcement initiative created under the outstanding leadership of former Police Commissioner Sylvester M. Johnson.  The Vaird Foundation was created in memory of the City of Philadelphia Police Department's only female fallen hero killed in actual combat in the line of duty, 
Police Officer Lauretha Vaird #5897.   On Tuesday, January 2, 1996, the City of Philadelphia Police Department lost a true heroine.  Police Officer Vaird was slain while responding to a bank robbery at the PNC Bank located at 4710 Rising Sun Avenue. The City of Philadelphia Police department remembers Officer Vaird #5897 as a great role model as well as her strong commitment to fellow officers, young people and the citizens of Philadelphia.  The mission of the Vaird Foundation is to ensure that Police Officer's Lauretha Vaird's memory is kept alive and well in the hearts and minds of young men and women by ensuring that an investment is made in students through mentoring, college assistance awards and other youth programming focusing on empowering young adults, building character, self respect, self esteem, self dignity, unity and partnerships.  Programs include: College Assistance Award, "Adopt a School", Homework Help, Mentoring, and Youth Roundtables.  Our law enforcement partners include the DEA, FBI, Secret Service and many more.    
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