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POLICE OFFICER LAURETHA VAIRD BOYS AND GIRLS CLUB AND THE VAIRD FOUNDATION RECEIVES WINTER COATS FROM CRADLES TO CRAYONS
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Philadelphia, PA - Ten youths who attend the Police Officer Lauretha Vaird Boys and Girls Club and The Vaird Foundation [A Philadelphia Police Department Initiative] will be warm this winter thanks to a winter coat giveaway from Cradles to Crayons.  
In an effort to keep kids warm this winter, The Vaird Foundation has teamed up with Cradles to Crayons, the giving factory, to provide winter coats to some of the youth in attendance at the Police Officer Lauretha Vaird Boys and Girls Club.  Accompanied by John Gonzalez, Boys and Girls Club Unit Director, Commissioner Sylvester Johnson, former Philadelphia Police Department Commissioner and Co-Founder of The Vaird Foundation, and Sergeant Kimberly Byrd, Co-Founder of the Vaird Foundation, the youths each picked a warm jacket.   
"Those of us who are financially sound, often take being warm during the harsh winters for granted.  These children are very excited and grateful to have a winter coat to keep them warm," said Sergeant Kimberly Byrd, Co-Founder of The Vaird Foundation.  "This is just one of the many programs The Vaird Foundation runs and participates in to honor the memory of Police Officer Vaird."
To learn how to donate to the Vaird Foundation contact Dana Brady at 267-757-0726 or DanaBradyPR@aol.com.  The Vaird Foundation will hold its First Annual Fundraising Golf Outing and Banquet being held on Monday, August 2, 2010.  To learn more about attending or sponsoring this event, contact Dana Brady at 267-757-0726.  

About The Vaird Foundation

The Vaird Foundation, a 501(c) 3 non profit organization and law enforcement initiative created under the outstanding leadership of former Police Commissioner Sylvester M. Johnson.  The Vaird Foundation was created in memory of the City of Philadelphia Police Department's only female fallen hero killed in actual combat in the line of duty, 
Police Officer Lauretha Vaird #5897.   On Tuesday, January 2, 1996, the City of Philadelphia Police Department lost a true heroine.  Police Officer Vaird was slain while responding to a bank robbery at the PNC Bank located at 4710 Rising Sun Avenue. The City of Philadelphia Police department remembers Officer Vaird #5897 as a great role model as well as her strong commitment to fellow officers, young people and the citizens of Philadelphia.  The mission of the Vaird Foundation is to ensure that Police Officer's Lauretha Vaird's memory is kept alive and well in the hearts and minds of young men and women by ensuring that an investment is made in students through mentoring, college assistance awards and other youth programming focusing on empowering young adults, building character, self respect, self esteem, self dignity, unity and partnerships.  Programs include: College Assistance Award, "Adopt a School", Homework Help, Mentoring, and Youth Roundtables.  Our law enforcement partners include the DEA, FBI, Secret Service and many more.    
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